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PREFACE. 


unitarians hold? Compared with thele great articles, 
nothing befides can be of mach practical importance, 
For theſe are the doctrines that molt eminently cad to 
a good life an converſation, to form the good min, 
and the good citizen, the man who will be exemplar; 
in every relation ct life. 

It is, however, of ſecondary, and of conſiderable im. 
portance, that religion appear reaſonable to thinking 
men. Otherwiſe, they will, without any farther ex 
mination, reject the whole. And on this account the 
unitarian chriſtian preſumes that his ſyſtem has preat 
advantages over every other form of chriſtianity, an! 
therefore that the real friends of it are under conſider. 
able obligation to him. For at the ſame time that, With 
other chriſtians, he believes cvery thing that has the 
leaſt favourable aſpect on moral conduct, he holds no 
thing at which the reaſon that God has given to man 
can juſtly revolt, ſuch as the doctrines of tran/ut/ſan- 
liation and of the trinity, which men have been requ- 
red to believe though they could not underſtand them, 
and with reſpect to which it is ſaid that ren mult b: 
zacrificed to faith. 

Such doctrines as theſe, together with thoſe of 2. 
carious ſuffering, arbitrary eleflion and reprobatin, and 
eternal torments, will not long be retaincd in this age 
of free inquiry. And ſurely the moſt orthodox chil 
tian, as he will think h.mſelf, if he be a friend to vi- 
tue, would chuſe that a perſon ſhould believe only a 
much as an unitarlan do:s, rather than have no tel 
gion at all; and this, it he know any thing ot tit 
world, he muſt be ſenſible will be the only altern 
tive with thouſands, 

No perſon, however, who profeſſes a regard to tr 
will take umbrage at the freeſt Ji/cu//eon of any the 
oretical principles. For this muſt b. ourable ! 
truth. And, happily, in this truly free country, ch 
poverr 
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avernment does not interfere with the buſineſs of re- 
ligion, ſo that tree inquiry will meet with no obſtruc- 
tion to its pro fucing its natural and happy effect. May 
the God F truth, by this and every other means /ead 
ur into all truth. Every man may be ſuppoſed ſincere 
in adopting this prayer. For how can it be the intereſt 
of any man to maintain an error? 


THOUGH the government of England, in 
ſtrict alliance with an eſtabliſhed church, be very un- 
| friendly to free inquiry, yet what we cali [rberality has 
made greater progreſs in that country than it apy cars 
to have done in this. At the requeſt of a numerous 
body of members of the church of England, I once 
ptea ached, though not in a cob ſecrated place, imme- 
| Gately atter the clergyman had read the ſervice of 
| that church. The very fi-'t congregati n to which I 
| preached after the riots in Bir miugbam, and this at the 
unanimous requeſt ot the miniſtcr and peo;Ic, was one 
of Calviniſtic Baptiſts ; an, at my propoſal, my own 
congregation at Birmingham, once requclted Mr, 
Berington, a Roman Catholic prieſt, to preach in my 
pulpit. All chriſtians have topics with reſpect to 
which they are agreed, and on theie they can enlarge, 
to the edification of other chriſtians, without intro- 
ducing any thing that could give them the leaſt offence, 
which every man who wiſhes to do good, will endea- 
Your to avoid. 

Time, however, is requiſite to produce every effect, 
and true liberality among thoſe who differ trom one 
nother is a plant of low growth, as every thing elſe 
much value is. But I doubt not that, ſome time 
ence, the ſame anuable liberality, and generous confi» 

deace 
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dence, that prevails among the different ſects of chrij. 
tians in England, will prevail here, and in a till higher 
degree. Nothing on my part ſhall be wanting to 
bring about ſo deſirable an end. I owe much, and 
hope to owe more, to this happy country; and every 
thing that I can, in any reſpect, do for it in return, will 
ever be due from me to it. 


PriLADELPHIA, 
Tunc 30, 1794. 
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me a patient and candid hearing. Attend, in the fpiri: of 

icekneſs, to what I ſhall ſay from the carnefinel of my 
heart; and exerciſe the reaſon which God has given YOu 
upon this occaſion, which is the nobleſt on which it can 
be exerciſed, and for which you may, therefore, conclude, 
that it was principaily given you. 


J. Of the Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion. 


E not backward, or afraid, my brethren, to make uſe 
of your reaſon in matters ot religion, or where the 
ſcriptures are concerned. They both of them proceed from 
the ſame God and Father of us all, who is the giver 0: 
every good and every perfect gift. They cannot, there- 
fore, be contrary to one another, but muſt mutually 
iuſtrate and enforce one another. Beſides, how can we 
diſtinguiſh one ſcheme of religion from another, ſo as to 
give the preference to that which is the moſt deſerving of 
it, but by the help of our reaſon and underſtanding? What 
would you yourſelves ſay to a Mahometan, whom you 
would perſuade to abandon the impoſture of Mahomet, and 
embrace chriſtianity. but bid him make uſe of his reaſon ; 
and- judge, by the help of it, of the manifeſt ditference 
between the two religions, and the great ſuperiority of 
yours to his? Does not God himſelf appeal to the reaſon 
of man, when he condeſcends to aſk us, Whether his aways 
be not equal ? Ezek. xvin. 29. Does not the apoſtle exhort 
us that, in under/tanding we be men? 1 Cor. xiv. 20, Are 
we not expreſsly commanded to prove all things, and then 
hold faft that which is god? 1 Theil. v. 21. Alto, * we 
are commanded to fearch th: - ſcriptures, (John v. 39.) more 
muſt be meant than merely reading them, or receiving iu. 
plicitly the interpretations of others. Searching muſt imply 
an earneſt endeavour to find out for ourſelves, ms to 
underſtand, the truths contained in the ſcriptures ; and 
what faculty can we employ ſor this purpoſe, but that 
which is commonly called reaſon, whereby we are capable 
oi thinking, reflec cung, comparing, and judging of things: 


Diſtruſt, 
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Diſtruſt, t! herefore, all thoſe who decry human reaſon, 
and who require you to abandon it, wherever religion is 

ORCErT ed. When once they kave gained this point with 

ou, they can lead you why her they pleaſe, and impoſe 
upon you every abiur lity which their ſiniſter views may 
make it e: pedient for them that you ſhould embrace. A 
Popiſh Prieſt would require nothing more thun this, to make 
1 the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, and tha 

1 man is infallible; or to purſuade you to commit the moſt 
iagrant wickedneſs, as a means of doing God ſrvice. For 
the firſt of theſe articles they do not fail to urge the words 
ol ſcripture, which expreſsly ſay, concer apr row bread that 
is uſed in che Lord's ſupper, that it is the lad 'y of Cori, 
Mat. xxVi. 6. and there is no poſſibility of A Plying to 
them, but by appealing to reaſon, as the necelfary and 
rroper judge of the ſenſe of ſcripture. Ihe Papiſt, there- 
fore, as might well be expected, is forward, on all occaſions, 
to villify human reaſon, and to require men to abandon 
it; but true Proteſtants will not part with it. It is by the help 
of reaſon, in con junction with the ſcriptures, that we guard 
ourſelves againſt the groſs deluſions of the Papiſts, who, 
atter relinquiſning rea on, have been made io betreve u lieg 
ard by the diligent and continued uſe of the ſame power, 
let us endeavour to combat every remaining error, and 
trace out, and reform, every corruption of chriſtianity, till 
we hold the pure truth as it is in Feſus, and oley it in the 
love th ereof. 

Do not think that, by ee the uſe of reaſon, 
am about to decry the ſcriptures. My appeal ſhall be to 
_ h, upon every {ubject on which I addreſs vou; and I 
think you cannot but ſee that the plaineſt and moſt 
obvious ſenſe of the ſcriptures is in favour of thoſe 
doctrines which are moſt agreeable to reaſon. A good 
man will rejoice to ſee them thus 80 hand in hand, 
mutually illuſtrating and entorcing one another, 
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II. Of the Power of Man to do the TWill of Gad. 


( NE of the ſubjects with reſpect to which I earneſt; 
wh With that you would attend to me voice of reatoi 
and the ſcrip tures, and with reſpe& to which, one miſta! 
will be followed by many others, and miſtakes of grea: 
C4 11291 ACHECTE, is CONC erning the Pewwer of man lo do the C 
& God, It is a favourite opinic n with many teachers ot 
gion, that men have naturally (or by that conſtitution 
und frame which God their maker hath given them) u 
wer at alt to do any thi ng that is good, not even to 
ink a good thought, much lets actually to cbey any of 
tic commands of God; {o tl als it men were leſt to them. 
1:1vcs, they could do nothing but tin, and mult be under 
a neceſlity of aggravating their condemnation, by every 


mou She, W ord, * ct ction O1 their I. ive 28. 2 Ut, my wot 
how does this doctrine agree with the ſcri ptures, anc 
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at God would command, and expect obedience, w! 
ne had not given power to obey ; : 2 much leſs that 1: 
would urge men to prov ide for their own ſaſcty a 
happineſs, when himſelf had put an cfetual bar in the 
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periſli in the flames before his eyes; what would you think of 
af ſuch a father ? You would want word: to expreſs your ab- 
horrence of his cruelty; and yet in this very light do 
many chriltian divines repreient the condu& of that God 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his works, and who has 
ſolemnly declared, that he hath no pleaſure in the death of a 
inner, but rather that he would turn from his way and live 
(Ezek. xxxiii. 11.) yea, <ovhs would have all men io be ſaved, 
1 Tim. ii. 4. 

The condut of our mercifu! God and Father, is certainly 
far diiterent from this, and more agreeable to reaſon and 
equity. If he deſigned us to be accountable creatures, and 
treats us as ſuch, we mult have 7a/ents given us, which we 
may either improve or miſimprove. It we be the ſubjects 
of his moral g50-rnment, we mull be in a condition either to 
obſerve, or to break his laws. A power to do the one, neceſ- 
{arily ſuppoſes a power to do the other; and without this 
power we ſhould not be the proper ſabjeRs ol religion; as, 
in that caſe, it would be in vain to propoſe to us either 
rewards tor obedience, or puniſhments tor diſobedience. 

Nor is the ſuppoſition of a power in man to do the 
the will of God, any foundation for pride. For we 
mult fall fav, with the apoltle, //hat have we that we 
have not received! and how then can we glory, as if we 
had nei received it; Every good and every pere giſt comes 
from God; and, knowing this, the more we receive of his 
bounty, the more thanktul, and the more humble, we ſhould 
be. I {hall, certainly, be more ſolicitous to exert myſelf in 
doing the will of God, when I believe that IT have a talent 
to improve, than if I believe that I have no talent intruſted 
mY 1 me at all; fo that I cannot do even ſo much as the 

ted and ſlot, ful. ſervant, who hid bis talent in a napkin. 

Some of thote perſons who believe that all mankind 
are abſolutely incapable of doing any good, are ſome- 
times heard to invite ſinners ct all kinds to come to 
Chrilt, as they are, and to ſay, that the viler they are, 
tne more welcome they will be to him; as if he was, 
after this, to cleanſe them by ſome miraculous power. But, 
my brethren, the invitation of the goſpel runs in very 

E 3 different 


6 7 the Profeſſors 


different terms. It is, Repent, and bring r forth * 1s meet 
for repentance, Matt. iii. 8. Refent, and 1 converted that Jerr 
fins may be blotted cut. Acts iii. 19. And none are invited 
to come to Chrilt, buy thoſe who /abcur and are heavy laden 
nor can t! „ey. fine refl for their fouls, till they have a@ual/y 
learned of him 1 be alk ant lowly in heart. Matt. xi. 28. 
What can be more contrary to the maxims above-men- 
tioned, than the whole tenor of that ſerious expoſtulation 
with the children of Tirael in the prophet Iiaiah, part of 
which I quoted above? / iſh you, make you clean, put ama 
the evil of your doings from l before mine eyes, Ceafe io do er 
_—_ to do abel. &. eek u. loment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge Il 
„I ſt, þl: 1d f Mr the evideww. Come now (and not be tore 
e 1 let us reaſon t, * /ays the Lord. Thong a y our ms 
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as ſcarlet, 1 fe {1 8 wwhite as facn UE: though rf they be red lik; 
crim/on, they ſhall be as oct, ia. i. 16. & 
Others, who entertain the ſame opinion of the utter in. 
ability of man to do the will of God, act more conſiſtentiy 
with thoſe ſentiments, but far more inconſiſtently with th 
Priptures, in never preaching to ſinners at all; though 
to cal fer: fo repentance Was the chief end of Chrilt's 
coming into the world. Malt. ix. 13. 
\Whatever rc preſents a ſtate of acceptance with God, as 
a thing that n oy be brought about without any efforts of 
our own, and eſpecially it it may be done in a moment, 
or in a ſhort ſpace of time, is ſure to be a popular doctrine. 
Mankind in ge Nera care nat how little is expected of them, 
or how litttle t hey themiclves have to do in order to get 
to heaven, But true religion, that alone which a fords 
1old ground of hope towards God, gonſiſts in a change 
of heart, affections, and habits; which can only be broug 


c 


about by ſerious reſolution, and a vigorous and conitant 
exertion of our powers. Nay, unlels a courſe of virtue 


be begun, and good | habits formed, early in life, there 15 
very great danger that the thorns, briars, or bad ſoit, will 

prevent the good ſeed from ever coming to maturity. 
To believe, as the ſame perſons do, that faith an 4 re- 
pentanc e are nothing that we curlelves are ca} pable ot, but 
altogether the miraculous operation of the Spirit of Cod 
in 


of Chriſtianity, 7 
us and upon us, ſuppoſes that this great and ſadden 
change May as well take place at the 4% hour of life, as 
at aay other; which certainly encourages the moſt un- 
warrantable and moſt dangerous preſumption, and is far 
from having any countenance in the {criptures. The 
word of God always repreſ-nts a ſafe and latpy dat“ as 
the conſequence of nothing but a good and avell pent life, 
Some, indeed, are ſaid to have been called at the eleventh 
hour, but none at the !rvelfth, when the time for labouring 
n the vineyard was quite over; and rot one of the fool 
ih vir2ins, who had neglected to provide chemſelves with 
il, was admitted to the matrriage-iupner,. 


III. Of Original Sin. 

S a foundation ſor this ſtrange doctrine, of the utter 
4 A. inability cf men to do what God requires of them, 
a doctrine ſo mjurious both to cur Maker and ourlelves, 
it is aid that, by his firſt offence, our tir parent Adam, 
and all his poſterity, loſt all power of doing any thing ac- 
ceptable to God for the ſuture; that he was the repreſen- 
tative of all his poſterity; ſo that when he tinned, we all 
tinned ; and, every lin being an offence againſt an infi- 
nite God, we all became, from that me ment, liable to an 
finite puniſhment, even the everlaſting wrath and curſe 
0; our Maker. And they lay, that on this account only, 
t would have been juſt in God to have made us all ſuffer 
mne molt exquiſite and endleſs torments in hell, even 

tough we had never ſinned in our own perſons, 
But, my brethren, you find nothing like any part of 


. * % — 5 _ '5 add ; P F 17 
this in your bihles. For there ou read, The Hul that 
* 4 
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fiele, of ſrall die. Ezek. xviii. 4. And long after the 


crumgreilion of Adam, and to this very day, God is 
continually calling upon men to ceaſe io do evil, and learn 
'o d cue; which certainly ſuppoſes that men always have 
hach, and that we now have, a power to do ſo. It is al- 
lowed that we /uffer by the fin of Adam, as any child may 
laſfer in conſequence of the wickedneſs of his anceſtor; 


but 
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ut it is not poſſible that we ſhonld have ſinned in him. 
Wherever there is n, there is guilt, that is, ſomething 
that may be the foundation of remorſe of conſeience; ſome. 
thing that a man may be forry for, and repent of ; ſome. 
thing that he may wiſh he had not done; all which clear. 
ly implies, that fin is ſomething that a man has given his 
conſent to, and therefore muſt be convinced of the reaſon. 
ableneſs of his being puniſhed for. But how can any man 
repent of the ſin of Adam, or feel any thing like remorſe 
of conſcience for it ; when he cannot but know that he 
never gave his conſent to it, and could not poſſibly have 
been, in the leaſt degree, acceſſary to it? Good and bad 
conduct are, in their own nature, ferſonal, and cannot 
poſſibly be transferred from one to another. Whatever 
ſome divines pretend, nothing of this kind can be imputed 
in this ſenſe of the word. We may receive harm by means 
of one perſon, and benefit by means of another, but no ſin 
of the former, or righteouſneſs of the latter, can be con- 
ſidered as ours, in the eye of an equitable and juſt God. 
The contrary is as much the language, and the plain 
meaning, of the ſcriptures throughout, as it is agreeable 
to the common ſenſe and reaſon that God has given us. 


IV. Of Election and Reprobation. 


UPPOSING that all mankind became liable to the 
everlaſting wrath and curſe of God tor the fin ot one 
man, ſome divines ſay, that it was mercy in God to fave 
any, though by an arbitrary decrer, which left all the reſt 
of the human race under an inevitable neceſſity of periſh- 
ing. But certainly, my brethren, ſuch tender mercy is cru- 
elty, All the creatures of God mult look up to him as 
the author of their being, ſince it was, undoubtedly, in 
his power to give, or to withhold it, at his pleaſure ; and, 
ſurely, a good and merciful God would have pat a ſtop 
to the propagation of ſuch a race of creatures, rather than 
ſuffer them to be born in ſuch {hocking circumſtances; in 
which he infallibly zoreſaw, that the greatelt part of them 
mu; 
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mult be expoled to, and even actually ſuffer, remedileſs 


1 


deſtruction. As ſurely as T derive my beigg from a jſuſt 


CI 


and merciful God, I conclude that the terms on which 


came into the world are advantas geous to me; and there. 
lore, that it muſt be my own fault © only, if IJ have not 
reaſon to rejoice in it, and to be thankful for it. But, 
indeed, I can hardly think that any man ſeriouſly be elieves, 
at the greateſt part of his fellow-creatures are born into 
the world under a pred; termined neceſñty of being for 
er miſcrable. For, in that caſe, it muſt appear proba- 
ble that any children which he himſelf m ay be the means 
bringing into the world will be for ever miſerable: and 
ſurely no man of real goodneſs or compaſſion would with 
te have Children, or be acceſlary to their being born, in 
ſuch ci reumſtan ces. 


* 


* 


I this doctrine be true, what motive can any man have 
to endeavour to fe from the æurath to come. Matt. iii. 7. 
wien, it it is to be his lot at all, not hing that he can do 
will enable him to eſcape it; cr what motive can 2 man 
liave to exert himſelf to lay hold on eternal life, 1 Tim. vi. 
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Miſs of ity or of any thin g belc ning to it, or that is ne- 


17 0 re r Ee hin for | it? WI nat reaſc n had the apo 1 
Paul to 0 rt Chriſtians to tale Herd 2 Heul 0 Sail, 
Cor. x. 12. when none that ever did ſtand could poſſi- 


„ 

14111 And what realo n E. d! ne to lalou:; '' ic 7 26% Fer having 
a t9 Hel, he l inf 2 au be a enft ar N, I Cor. ix. 

hen, being certain of his converiion, he mult have 

| that that c onſequence was impoſſible ? 
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his life, depending upon the caſt of a die; the decree ot 
God being a thing that he kas as little power to com. 
mand. Beſides, this doctrine certainly repreſents the God 
and father of us all in ſuch a light, as no man would chile 
that he himſelf ſhould appear in. 


V. Of the Divinity ＋ CH rig. 


10 fatal have the conſequences of the fin of Adam he. 

repreſented, that you have been told, that nothins 
but the blood of God himſelf could reverſe them; and 
therefore you have been taught to believe, that Je 
Chriit, whoſe proper title is . fon of man, as well as the 
fon of God, was not merely man, but very and eternal God 
himſelf; without conſidering that, by thus making more 
Gods than one, you are guilty of a breach of the fil. 
and moſt important of all the commandments, which 
lays expreſsly, Thou ſhalt have no other God. before me, 
Exodus xx. 3. But whatever ſuch divin=s may ſay, the 
apoſtle Paul ſays, in direct contradiction to them, Ts ur 
there it but one God, the Faru R, of whom are all things ; 
and one Lord Jaſus Chriſt, by æubom are ail things, and we by 
him, 1 Cor, viii. 6. And again, aſter ſaying that we has 
one Lord, one faith, one bapti/1 n, he adds, one God and Fut be- 
of ail, 2b ts above all, and gs al, and in you all, Eph. 
iv. 5, 6. The creed of all cl riltians, therefore, ounht to 
be, There is one GoD, and ome medintor between God an men, 
the Man Chrift Teſus, 1 Tim. 11. 5. 

The Father is trequently ſtiled God, even with reſpe& 
to Chriſt, as well as other beings. The God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, give unto you, that ye may 
Enow. the exceeding greatneſs of his power, which he rr 
in Chrift, when he raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him ot hi 
OWN rioht hand, Oc. _ 1. 17 &c. Chriſt himſelf ules 
the ſame language. I aſcend unto my Father, and your Fa- 
ther, and unto my God, and your Cod, 22 xx, 1. 
God, my God, why hz vt thou fo r/aken me 


Chrili 


ef Chriftiantty. 11 
Chriſt who was e image of the in vi ſille God, and the %- 


In (or moſh exc lent} of ail his creatures, Col. i. 15. and 
in  <vhom deavelt all the ſullu, 1 of the Godhead lodily, Col. it. . 
acknowledged that his Faiher vas greater than he, John xiv. 
28, avd indeed, upon all occaſions, and in the cleareſt 
terms, he expreſſed his dependence upon God his father, 
for all his power aad glory; as if he had purpoſely intend- 
ed to guard his difcipies againſt forming too high an opi- 


nion of the e ot their maſter. Yerily 7 fay unto you. 


| the Son cn de nuhit o of kirife 7 Je! n V. 19. 7 can of mine 


JIN [elf do nothing. As I hear Jude „ and my Judy !oment is 
uſe, becauſe 1 ſeek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
_ ſent me, ver. 30. The words that [ ſpeak unto you, 2 

of m uſed „ but the Father who dve'l-th in me, he doth the 
works, xiv. 10. lia de by ** F. ber, vi. 15 The Father 
hath 1 lo the ſon 10 have life in H. mſelf'; and hath gr ven him 
authority ta execute Judg me , Ve 20 27 28 Pacuer 1s given 
uns me, in heaven and in earth, Matt. xxvii . 18, He even 
calls his Father the on ly true Gat, J. un xvIi. 3. that they 
mint know i hee, the only true God, and 7 J<jus Corit whom thou 
ha / ſent. It appears to me not to be in the pow er of lan- 
guage ie exclude the idea of the divinity of Chriſt more 
expreſsly than by theſe ſolemn words. 

Notwithitanding the divine communications with which 
our Ly rd was favoured, ſome things are ex preſsly ſaid to 
be withheld from him. For he himſelf, ſp eaking of his 
2 nd coming, ſays, Mark X1/1. 32. But of that day and 
hour Lug rb I no man, no not the angelt which are in heaven, 


euer = Sen, but the Father. In Matt. xxiv. 36. where 


te ſame obſervation is repeated, it is, but my Father only. 
The apoſtles, notwithſtanding their attachment to cheir 


| Lord and Maſter, always preſerve the idea of his ſubordi- 
| nation to the Father, and conſider all his honour and 


power as derived from hun. He rectived from God the Fa- 
tber, y, and glory, 2 Peter i. 17. It pleaſed the Father, 
that in him ſhould all fullneſs dwell, „ Col. i. 19. The revelation 
of ſux Chrift, which God gave unte him, Rev. i. 1. Te 
are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is Gods, 1 Cor. iii. 23. The head 

f Chr: i is God, 1 Cor. xi. 3. 
TI.. 
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The reaſon why Chriſt was ſo much diſtinguiſhed b, 
God the Fath er, is frequently and fully expreſſed in the 
{criptures, viz. his obedience to the will of God, and eſpe. 
cially in his ſubmitting to die for the benefit of mankind, 

T herefore doth my Father love me, becauſe J lay down my fe, 

John x. 17. He humbled himſeif; and became obedient unto dent, 
even the death of the croſs. IWherefore WAY Ons big ly cxalted 
him, and given him a name which 5 above every name ; that at 

e name of Jeſus every knee ſhall boæv, "of thin in heaven and 
things in earth; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that © 
2 brit i ts Lerd, to the glory of God the Fathe ers Phil. ii. Sw} 
ho, for the joy that <vas fet before him, endured the cr wy de. 
ſpifing the ſhame, and is now fat doaun at the right hand of oo 
Heb. xn. 2. 

Our Lord ſays, that he and his Father are one, John x. zo. 
but he ſufficiently explains bimſelf, when he prays that all 
his diſciples may be one with him, and his Father, even a: 
they are one „Job N Xvii. 11. and he gives them the fame ol 7 
evhich God ff given to him, ver. 22. Beſides, at the very 
time that our Lord fays, that he and his father are on 
and in the very ſentence preceding it, ver. 29, he ſays, that 
his Father is greater than al. But how could the Father be 
greater than all, iſ there was any other, who was fo much 
one with him, as to be, in all reſpects, equal to him? 

The mere term God is, indeed, ſometimes uſed ! 
lower and inferior ſenſe in the ſagiptures, denoting domi: 
only ; as when the Divine Being himſelf jays, * 0 


10 
4 


will male Moſes a god to Pharaoh, Excd. vii. 1. but, jure. 
ly, there can be no danger of our miſtaking the ſenſe 0. 


ſuch phrates as theſe: or if it were poſſible, our Lore 
ſeit bas ſufficien tly guarded ave inſt any mil CC antrucun 0 


them when applied to himfelf, by the cxplar tion he ha 
given of them; informing us, that, if, _ the language 
icripture, they are called gods to evhom the word to Go. Cam 


John x. 35. (thongh, in fact, they were no other tha 


mere men) he ccd not be guilty of blaſphemy in callirg 


himſelf only the ſon Ged. Now, if Chriſt had been cor 
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ſcious to himſeit that he was the true and very God, ana that 


it was of the utmoſt conſequence to mankind 'tEat the) 
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ſhould regard him in that light, this was certainly a pro- 
per time for him to have declared himſelf, and not to have 
put his hearers off with ſuch an apology as this. 

But even this power and domi: nion, to which Chriſt is 
advanced by God his Father, who gave all power into * 
: ands, and who made him head over all things to his church, » 

Eph. i. 22. this mediatorial Kingdom ot Chriſt (as it is ſome- 
times, and with ſufficient propriety, termed) is not to be 
perpetual. For the apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking, no doubt, un- 
der immediate inſpiration, expreſsly ſays, that when the 
eric 4 fhall come, that God ſhalf I ſubdue d all things to his Son 
(in which he obſerves, that he muſt be excepled who did ſubaue 
all things unto him) he muſt deli ver up ihe kingdom is God, even the 
F ar ER, and he himſelf ſubjet & to him Wwi29 had þ ut all things un- 
der him, that God may be all in all, 1 Cor. xv. 24. &c. Nay, 
he himſelf ſays expreſsly, that he had not the diſpoſal ot 
the higheſt offices of his b Matt. xx. 23. To /. 
on my right hand and cn ny te left is not mine to give ; but it ſhall 
be giv: n to them for whom it i, + prepared of my Father. 

So clear, my brethren, ſo full, and ſo expreſs, is the 
uniform teſtimony of the ſcriptures to the great doctrine 
of the proper uni of God, and of the ſubordination of Chriſt, 
andall other beings to him, that the prevalence of ſo im- 
pious a doctrine, as the contrary mutt be, can be aſcribed 
to nothing but to that my/tery 27 iniquity, which, though it 

gan to work in the tin es of the apoitles thenielves, was 
not then riſen to ſo enor mons à h. eight as to attack the ſu- 
premacy of the one living — true God, and give his peculiar 


in; 


: '4 ory to 471 er * . his, m' 7 bret thre el ng among other ſhock- 


1 COT! "Uptio! 1s Of gem aire chriſtia! ty, grew up with the 
item of popery; and to ſliew that nothi ing is impoſſible 
o the ſup erlti ion and C1 edulity of men; when they are 
become van ber im. 94 70 ni, At [ter e valting a man into a 
god, a creature into 2 Cre: ator, they made a piece of bread 
into one alſo, and then bowed down to, and v orſhipped, 
tic work of their own hands 
But thoup I it ſeemed tit to the unſearchable wiſdom of 
God, that all the errors and abuſes of popery ſhould not 
C be 
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be reformed at once; and though this great error was leſt 
untouched by the firſt reformers, bleſſed be God, the bible 
is as open to us as it was to them; and by the exertion of 
the ſame judgment and ſpirit, we may free chriſtianity 


4 "FT... LEES. 2 0 
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from the corruptions which they left adhering to it; and 
then, among other excellencies of our religion, Our Lord 
evill be one and hit name one. Zech. xiv. 9. 

If you aſk oh, then, is Jeſus Chriſt, it he be not God? MW 
I anſwer, in the words of Peter, addreſſed to the Jews, WE 
after his reſurrection and aſcenſion, that Fe/us of Nazareth We 
as a man approved of God, by miracles and wonders and figns, Wt 
evhich God did by him, and whom God raiſed from the dead. 
Acts ii. 22. If you aſk what is meant by man, in this place; 
J anſwer, that man, if the word be uſed with any kind of 
propriety, muſt mean the ſame kind of being with your. A 


ſelves. I ſay, moreover, with the author of the epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, that i became him Ly whom are all things, 
and for whom are all things, to make this great captain of our 
falvation in all reſpetts, like unto us his brethren, that he might WW 
be made perſect through ſufferings, Heb. ii. 10. 17. and tat 
he might bave a feeling of all our infirmities, iv. 13. For this 
reaſon it was that our Saviour and deliverer was not made 
of the nature of an angel, or like any ſuperangelic being, 
but was of the ſeed of Abraham, ii. 16. that is (excluſive of We 
the divinity of the Father, which reſided in him, and 
acted by him) a mere man, as other Jews, and as we our- 
ſelves allo are. 
In the ideas of Paul, both the firft and ſecond Adam (as 
Chriſt, on this account, is ſometimes called) were equally Þ | 
men; By man came death, by man alſo came the reſurrection of Þ | 
the dead, 1 Cor. xv. 21. And, certainly, in the reſurrec- 


LT 


1 


tion of a man, that is, of a perſon in all reſpects like out-. 
ſelves, we have a more lively Habe of our own reſurrection; . 
that of Chriſt being both a prog and a pattern of ours. 
We can, therefore, more firmly believe, that becauſe b» I 1 
lives, we, who are the ſame that he was, and who ſhall n 
undergo the fame change by death that be did, /4a/l /ire 

alſo, John xiv. 19. ti 
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Till this great corruption of chriſtianity be removed, it 
will be in vain to preach the goſpel to Jews, or Mahome- 
tans, or, indeed, to any people who retain the uſe of the 
reaſon and underſtanding that God has given them. For 
how is it poſſible that three perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, ſhould be ſeparately, each of them, poſſeſſed of all di- 
vine perfections, fo as to be true, very, and eternal God, 
and yet that there ſhould be but one God ; a truth which 
is ſo clearly and fully revealed, that it is not poſſible for 
men to refuſe their aſſent to it; or elſe it would, no doubt, 
have been long ago expunged from our creed, as utterly 
irreconcileable with the more favourite doctrine of a Tri- 
vity, a term which is not to be found in the ſcriptures. 
Things above our reaſon may, for any thing that we know 
to the contrary, be true; but things expreſsly contrary to 
our reaſon, as that hree ſhould be one, and one three, can 
never appear to us to be ſo. 

With the Jews, the doctrine of the Divine Unity is, and 
iadeed juſtly, conſidered as the molt fundamental princi- 
ple of all religion. Hear © 1ſracl, the Lordour Godis one Lord, 
Deut. vi. 4. Mark xii. 29. To preach the doQrine of the 
Trinity to the Jews, can appear to them 1n no other light, 
than an attempt to ſeduce them into idolatry, a thing which 
they dare not entertain the moſt diſtant thought of. 

The great creed of the Mahometans is, that There is one 
God and Mahomet is his prophet, Now that Mahomet is not 
the prophet of God, it is to be hoped they may, in time, 
be made to believe; but we mult not expect that they will 
ſo eaſily give up their faith in the unity of God. To make 
the goſpel what it was originally, glad tidings of great joy; 
and as at laſt it certainly will be, to all the nations of the 
world, we muſt free it from this moſt abſurd and impious 
Coctrine, and alſo from many other corruptions which 
have been introduced into it. It can no otherwiſe appear 
worthy of God, and favourable to the virtue and happi- 
nels of mankind. 

_ Leſt ſome common objections ſhould hinder the recep- 
tion of the great truth here contended ſor, I thall briefly 
conſider and reply to the principal of them. It is often 

C 2 ſaid 
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ſaid that Chriſt ſpeaks of his humanity only, whenever lie 
repreſents himſelt as inferior to the Father, and dependent 
upon him. But the ſcriptures themſelves are far from 
{urnithing the leaſt hint of any ſuch method of interpreta. 
tion, though, according to the Trinitarians, it is abſolute. 
ly neceſſary to the true underſtanding of them. 

Beſides, when it is applied to the paſſages in queſtion, 
it is tar from making them either true in themſelves, or 
acreeable to the obvious purport and deſign of the places 
in which they are introduced. I ſhall juſt mention a few, 
Could our Lord ſay with truth, and without an unworthy 
prevarication, that the Father is the only true God, John 
xvii. 3. if any other perſon, not implied in the term Falle, 
was as much the true God as himſelf? Now the term Fa. 
{ber being appropriated to what is called the fir? perion in 
the gcdaead, cannot comprehend the Son, who is called 
the ſecond. This key, therefore, is of no ſervice in this 
caſe ; and our Lord, by expreſſing himſelf as he has done, 
could not but lead his hearers into what is called a dange. 

| rous miſtake, 1 
» When our Lord ſaid that bis Fuller wes grrater than br, 
did he make any reſerve, and ſecretly mean, not hrs evholt WE 
ſelß, but only part, and the inferior part ct himſelf, the 


other part being equal in power and glory with the Fa. 
ther? How mean the prevarication, and how unworthy WE 
ot our Lord ! 5 

, When our Lord ſaid chat Ve tim? of the day of judgment 5 
' evas not Inown to him; if, the Son, but ts the Father onl P, could 2 
he mean that his humanity only did not know eit, but that 2 

| his divinity (which is ſuppoſed to be intimately united wit: WF 
| his humanity) was as well acquainted with it as the F. 
ther himſelf? If the human nature of Chriſt had been ir- 
capable of having that knowledge communicated to it, the 7 


| 

declaration would have been needleſs ; but as that was not 
the caſe, his hearers mui neceſſarily underſtand him as 

{peaking of himſelf in his higheſt capacity; as he certain!y 
mult do, if at all, when he ſpeaks of himſelſ as the Son 

| correſponding to the Fal her. 


od 
1 


— 
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If Chriſt had not ſatisfied the Jews that he did not mean 
to make himſelf equal with God, would they not have pro- 
duced it againſt him at his trial, when he was condemned 
as a blaſphemer, becauſe he confeſſed that he was the Meſ- 
ſiah only: and yet no Jew expected any thing more than a 
man for their Meſſiah, and our Saviour no where intimates 
that they were miſtaken in that expectation. It is plain | 
that Martha conſidered our Lord as a different perſon 
from God, and dependent upon God, when {he ſaid to 
him, John xi. 22. [ know that even now, whatſoever thou 


wilt aſk of God, God vill give it thee, 


VI. Of ATONEMENT for Sin by the Death of 
Chriſt. 


OU have been taught by divines, that if Chriſt be not 

God, he could not have made an infinite ſatisfation 
for the ſnis of mankind. But, my brethren, where do 
you learn that the pardon of fin, in a finite creature, re- 
quires an infinite ſatisſaction; or, indeed, any ſatisfaction 
at all, beſides repentance and reformation, on the part of 
a ſinner. We read in the ſcriptures that we are ie, 


| /rcely by the grace of God, Rom. iii. 34. but what free grace, 


or mercy, does there appear to have been in God, if Chriſt 
gave a full price for our juſtification, and bore the infinite 
weight of divine wrath on our account. We are comman- 
ded to forgive others, as we ourſelves hope to be forgiven, Matt. 
vii. 14. and to be merciful, as our Father, who is in heaven, is 
merciful, But ſurely we are not thereby authorized to in- 
lilt upon any atonement, or ſatisfaction, before we give up 
our reſentment towards an offending and penitent brother. 
Indeed, how could it deſerve the name of forgiveneſs if we 
did? It Ee only repent, we are commanded to forgive him, 
Luke xvii. 4. 

You read in the ſcriptures that Chriſt died a ſacrifice for 
our /ins, Heb. ix. 26. 80 he did, and a ſacrifice it was, 
of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to God. To die, as Chriſt did, 
in the glorious cauſe of truth and virtue; to die, as he 


C 3 did, 
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did, in order to ſhow us an example of patiently ſuffering 
death for our religion, and the good of mankind, and in 
a firm hope of a reſurrection to a future and eternal life ; 
to die, as he did, in expreſs atteſtation of his own diving 
miſſion, by his manifeſt reſurrection from the dead, 2 and as 
the fulleſt proof of that doctrine, by means of which fin. 
ners are continually reconciled unto God, was a noble 1a. 
crifice indeed. We alſo are commanded to yield our bode; 
living ſacrifices, Rom. xii. 1. and we are required to offer 
the ſacrrfice of praſe continually, Pfal. cxvi. 17. But it is plain 
that all thzſe are only figurative expreflions, and uſed by 
way of compariſon, Neither our Ladicc, nor our prayers can 
he conſidered as real ſacrifices ; nor are we, therefore, ob. 
liged to ſuppoſe that Chriſt was à real ſacrifice. And 
though we, like him, ſhould be called actually to lay dvr 
car lives for aur brethren, 1 John iii. 16. which, in imitation 
of him, we are enjoined to be ready to do, we ſhould be 
tacrihces only in the the figurative ſenſe of the word. 
It is true, that no man who is a ſinner (and all men 
2 ſir aned) can be juſtified by bis works. We all ſtand in 
eed 0, and muſt have recourie to, jree grate and mercy ; 
5 it is a great diſhonour to God to ſuppoſe that this mer. 
cy and grace takes its ꝛiſe from any thing but his own 
eſſential goodneſs; and that he is not of himſelf, and 
independent of all fore gn conſiderations whatever, what 
he ſolemnly declared himſelf to Moſes, at the time ot 
the giving of the law, to be, namely, a God merciful awd 
gracions, long ſuffering, abundant in goodn«ſs and in truth, 
Exod. xxxiv. 6. or that he requires any other ſacrifices 
but he facrifices of a broken ſpirit, and a contrite heart, which 
he will never deff iſe. Pfal. li. 17. 
Can we with for a more diſtinct, and perfect repreſen. 
tation of the manner in which God forgives the ſins of his 
offspring of mankind, than our Saviour has exhibited to 
us in that molt excellent parable of the proc ligal fon ; in 
which the good father no ſooner ſees his child, who had 
abandoned him, and waſted his ſubltance in riotous living, 
returning to him and to his duty; but without waiting fo: 


any atonement or Propitiation, even <while he ab yet a gre 


2 
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way off, he ran to him, fell upon his nech, and Liſed him, Luke 


xv. 20. The ſame repreſentation we fee in the parable 
of the creditor, who freely forgave his fervent, becauſe he 
humbly red him. Let us not then, my brethren, de- 
rive the ever-blefled God of the moſt glorious and ho- 
nourable of all his attributes, and leave 5 im nothing but 


inſlice, or rather vengeance, which is expreſsly ſaid to be bis 
range work. Iſaiah xxviii. 21. 


t is impoſſible to reconcile the doctrine ct f the ſatisfac- 
tion for ſin by the death cf Chriſt, with the doctrine of free 
race, Which, according to the uniform tenor of the ſerip- 
tures, is ſo fully diſplayed in the pardon of ſin, and the 
m{tification of tinners. When, therefore, the apoſtle Paul 


ſays, Rom. iii. 24. that ve are juſtified freely by the Grace of 


Cod, through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, the meaning 
of the latter clauſe mult be interpreted in ſuch a manner as 
to make it conſiſtent with the former; and it is far from 
requiring any force or ſtraining of the text to do it. For 
it is only neceſſary to ſuppoſe that our redemption (or, as 
the word properly ſignifies, and is indeed frequently ren- 
dered by our tr; nſlators, our deliverance) from the Power 
of ſin, i. e. our repentence and reformation, without which 
there is no promiſe of pardon, is effected by the goſpel of 
Jeſu, Chriſt, who came zo call frmners to r pentance. But ſtill 
(God is to de conſidered as the giver, ud not the receiver 
with reſpect to cur redemption, tor we read chat he ſpared 
not his een ſon, but gave him up for us all, Rom. viii. 32. 
To fay that God the Father provided an atonement 
for his own offended juſtice is, in fact, to give up the 
doctrine. If a perſon owe me a ſum of money, and I 
chuſe to have the debt diſcharged, is it not the ſame 
ching, whether I remit the debt at once, or ſupply an- 
other perſon with money wherewith to pay me in the 
debtor's name? If ſatisfaction be made to any purpoſe, 
t mult be in ſome manner, in which the offender may 
e a ſufferer, and the offended perſon a gainer ; but it 
can never be reconciled to equity, or anſwer any good 
purpote whatever, to make the innocent ſuffer the pu- 
1tament of the guilty, If, as Abraham fays, it be far 


from 
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from God to ſlay the righteous with the wicked, and that the 
righteous ſhould be as the wicked, Gen. xviii. 25. much far. 
ther mult it be from him «io flay the righteous inſtead of 
the wicked. 

I wiſh the zealous advocates for this do&rine would 
conſider, that if it be neceſſary, in the nature of things, 
that the juſtice of God be ſatisfied before any fn can be 
pardoned, and Chriſt be God as well as the Father, 
whether the juſtice of Chriſt ought not to have been ſa- 
tisfied in the firſt place. If ſo, what other infinite being 
has made ſatisfaction to him? But if the divine nature of 
the Son required no ſatisfaction, why ſhould the divine 
nature of the Father require any ? 

It it had been inconſiſtent with the divine juſtice to par- 
don fin upon repentance only, without ſome tarther ſa- 
tisfaction, we might have expected to have found it ex- 
preſuly jaid to be ſo in the ſcriptures; but no ſuch declara- 
tion can be produced either from the Old or the New 
Teſtament. All that can be pretended is, that it may 
be inferred from it. Though good works are recom- 
mended to us in the flrongeſt manner, it is never with 
any ſalvo or caution, as if they were not of themſelves ac- 
ceptable to God. The declarations of the divine mercy 
to the penitent are all abſolute, without the moſt diſtant 
hint of their having a reference to any confideration on 
which they are made. Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to 
forgive, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 5. To the Loni ow God belong mer- 
cies and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt him, Dan. 
ix. 3. When David and other penitents confeſs their 
ſins, and intreat for pardon, they refer themſelves to the 
divine mercy only, without ſeeming to have the leaſt 
idea of any thing farther. Remember not the ſins of my 
youth, nor my tranſgreſſions 5 according to thy mercy remember 

* thou me for thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord, Pſalm xxv. 6. 

It is particularly remarkable, that when ſacrifices un- 
der the law are expreſsly ſaid not to be ſuſhcient for the 
pardon of ſin, we are never referred to any more availin? 
ſacrifice ; 5 but to good works only. Thou * t not facr'- 
Ace, elſe would I give it; thou delighteſt not in burnt-offering 
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The ſac- fi ces of the Lord are a broken ſpirit. A broken and 
contrite heart, O God, thou will not diſpiſct, Pſalm li. 16, 17. 
It any of the Jews had had the leaſt notion of the neceſ- 
ſity of any atonement for the ſins of mankind, they could 
nat but have expected a ſuffering Meſſiah ; and yet it is 
plain that the very beſt of them had no ſuch idea, And 
th ,ough our Saviour frequently explains the reaſon of his 
coming, and the neceſſity of his ſuffering, it is never on 
any ſuch account. If he had done it any where, it might 
have been expected in thoſe diſcourſes by which he endea- 
voured to reconcue his n to his death, in his ſo- 
lemn prayer before his ſufferinge, at the time of his agony 
in the garden, or when he was upon the croſs; yet no- 
thing of this kind dropped from him on any of theſe 
alions. 
chen our Lord deſcribes the proceedings of the day 
of judgment, he doth not repreſent the righteous as re- 
ferring themſelves to the ſufferings or merit of their judge 
for their jult! cation 2 and the judge himſelf expreſsly 
grounds it on their good works only. Though Peter, in 
hs © diſcourſe to the Tews on the day of Pentecoſt, ſpeaks 
of their fin in murderin 2 Chriſt as of a heinous nature, 
he _ 5 not a word of the neceſſity of any atonement, or 
that an ample ſatisfaction had juſt been made, by means 
of their very wickedneis. How would a modern divine 
have harangued upon the occa on, and what advantage 
mig} t he have taken of the cry of the Jew Sy His blood be 
hon , anda upon Our ci "dren. "Bos Peter only exhorts to 
repentance, and ſpeaks of the death of Chriſt as an 
event that took place according to the foreknowledge of 
God. 
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All the diſcourſes of Paul upon various oceaſiohs in 


| 


4 


the WOK of Acts, Are entirely moral. In his celebrated | 


Ipecch at Athens, he only urges his hearers to repentance, 
trom the conf! on of a future judgment. He ſays 
not a word of what is now called the true goſpel of Jeſus 
Chrilt. In ſhert, it is only from the lit erat interpretation 
of a few — e xpreions in the ſcriptures that this 
doctrine of atonement, as Well as that c tran Llamadas bas 

been 


* 
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been derived; and it is certainly a doctrine highly inju- 
rious to God. If we, who are commanded to imitate 
God, ſhould act upon the maxims of it, it would he 
ſubverſive of the moſt amiable part of virtue in men. We 
ſhould be implacable and unmerciful, inſiſting upon the 
uttermoſt farthing. 

Theſe, my brethren, are the principal heads on which 
J propoſed to expoitulate with you, in the plain and free 
manner in which I have done. Do you yourſelves arch 
the ſcriptures, and fee whether theſe things be ſo, Pray to the 
God of truth to lead you into all truth 5 and may he give you 
underſtanding in all things, 


VII. Pradtical Conſequences of the above Doc. 


Frines. 


HE ſound knowledge ef chriſtianity is not of im. 
portance as a matter of ſpeculation merely; though 
abſtract truths, eſpecially truths that relate to God, and 
the maxims of his moral government, are not without 
their utility and obligation; but the truths that J here 
contend for nearly affect the ſentiments of our hearts, 
and our conduct in life: as, indeed, has been ſhewn in 
many reſpects, already. Conſidering God as poſſeſled 
of the character in which ſome divines repreſent him, it 
is impoſſible, while human nature is what it is, that he 
ſhould appear in an amiable or reſpectable light. Such 
a God may, indeed, be the object of dread and terror to 
his creatures; but by no means of their /ove or reverence. 
And what is obedience without love? It cannot be that 
of the heart, which, however, is the only thing that is of 
any real value in religion. Alfo, how can a man love 
his fellow-creatures in general, when he conſiders the 
greateſt part of them as the objects of the divine abhor- 
rence, and doomed by God to an everlalting deſtruction, 
in which he believes that he himſelf mutt for ever rejoice 
And what can remain of virtue, when theſe two great 
ſources of it, the /ove of God and of mankind, are 58 
gross 
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groſsly corrupted ? Laſtly, how muſt the genuine ſpirit 
of mercy and forgiveneſs, which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhes 
the goſpel of Chrilt, be debaſed, when God himſelf 
(whoſe conduct in this very reſpe& is particularly pro- 
poſed to our imitation) is conſidered as never forgiving 
fin without ſome previous atonement, ſatisfaction, or in- 
terceſſion. 

On the other hand, loving God, as the compaſſionate 
Father of all his offspring, as willing that all men ſhould be 


faved, and come to the knowledge of his truth ; and allo loving 


all mankind as our brethren, as, together with ourlelves, 
the children of the ſame gracions Father, we cannot want 
the molt generous and powerful motives 70 do the vill 9 
God, and to provote one another to love and to good works ; 
being in no fear of counteracting the ſecret deſigns of the 
Almighty, which we believe are aimed, not at the de- 
ſtruction, but the happineſs of all his creatures, 

Think not, however, that I am ſo uncharitable as to 
ſuppole that all thoſe who profeſs to maintain the doc- 
trines I have been arguing againſt, are univerſally deſti- 
tute of the genuine love of God, or of their fellow-crea- 
tures. I am ſenſible, and truly thankful, that it is not 
always the conſequence; but it is becauſe the hearts of 
ſuch perſons are really influenced by better principles 
than thoſe which they avow. They by no means habitu- 
ally regard the Divine Being in the light in which their 
principles repreſent him, but as the true Father of all the 
creatures that he has made, and, as ſuch, ſincerely deſi- 
rons to promote their belt intereſts. 

Alſo, notwithſtanding, if they be aſked, they will not 
heſitate to ſay, that Chriſt is God, the ſupremacy of the 
Father, even with reſpect to the Son, is, at the ſame 
time, the real ſentiment of their minds; and when they 
lift up their hearts to God, it is only Ged the Father that 
is the proper object of their adoration. The conſtant te- 
nor of the ſcriptures is ſo contrary to their profeſſed creed, 
that though they dare not call it in queſtion, it is not 
able to counteract the plainer, the more conſiſtent, and 

the 
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the better principles which will force themſelves upon 
their minds from converling wi h the bible. 

Beſides, it requires more ſubtility and refinement to 
enter into the principles above mentioned, than the com. 
mon peoj'le are maſters of, They cannot conceive how 
one man {ſhould fin, and another perſon, fix thouſand 
years after, be guilty of that ſin, and punithable for it 
how one perton's righteoutneſs ſhould be conſidered as 
the 1 is of another; or that three diſtin perſors 
ſhould each of them be God, and yet that there ſhould 
be no more gods than one. 

Men of plain underſtanding, in fact, never do beliey 

any ſuch thing; nor can it be ſuppoſed that the goſpel, 
* * was intended to be the ſolid foundation of the faith, 
hope, and joy of common people, hould require ſo much 
acuteneſs, as is neceſſary to give even a plauſible colour 
to theſe ſtrange aſſertions. The attempt to explain = 
(and, till they be explained, they can no more be 
lieved than a propoſition in an unknown tongue) can 1220 d 
to nothing but endleis and unprofitable controverſy. It 
is happy, theretore, that ſo many perſons make a better 
uſe of the goipel than their tenets would lead them to do, 
and that they conſider it chiefly as a rule of life, and the 
foundation of hepe aer death, But, as far as the princ1p! 
I have been arguing againſt are believed, they cannot 
but do harm to thoſe who entertain mem, as well as 
bring diſgrace upon the chriſtian name; both which ever; 
lover of the ge /pel ſhould endeavour to prevent. 
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I. A con: ife 2 Hyde iy of Opini IONS CC cerning 07 Criſt. 
OU will ſay, If Chriſt be not really God, but mere!y 


a man, though inipired and afliſted by God, how 
came the chriſtian world to fall into fo great an error! 
In return, I might atk, how, it Chriſt be truly God, 
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equal to the Father, ſo many chriſtians, and eſpecially the 
ſewilh chriſtians, and many others in the very early ages 
of the chriſtian church, came to think him to be merely a 
a man ; hen it may be eaſily conceived that, on many 
accounts, chriſtians, who were continually reproached with 
the meanneſs of their maſter, would be diſpoſed to add to, 
rather than to lake from his dignity ? But it is not diffi cult 
to ſhew by what nean, and by what ep, chriſtians came 


* 


o think as the generality of them now do. 
It was the univerſal opinion of philoſophers, at the time ' 


ot the promulgation of chriſtianity, that the fouls of all 
men had exiſted before they were ſent to animate the bo- 
dies that were provided for them here, and alſo that 


all ſouls were emanations, or parts detached from the deity. 
For at that time there was no idea of any ſubſtance being 
properly immaterial, and judliviſihle. When theſe philoſo- 
mers became chriſtians, and yet were aſhamed of being 
he diſciples of a man who had been crucuied, they na- 


1 ene . pe ; . 1 g — 81 * 4 
turally gave a diſtinguiſhed rank to the ſoul of Chriſt b 


e 
ore he came into the world. They even went one ep | 
farther, and maintained that Chriſt had a body in appear 
ance only, and not in reality, and therefore that he ſuf. 
tered nothing at all when he was ſe durged and crucified, 
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which came cut of hi u, and was ferſen:fied before the crea. 
0 tion of the world, in which he was the immediate agent, 
i and that this new perſonage was henceforth the medium 
of all the divine communications to mankind, having been 
th: perſon who ſpake to Adam in paradiſe, to Noah, ty 


Abraham, and all the patriarchs, who delivered the 
law from monnt Sinai, and, laſtly, inhabited the bo. 
5 of Jeſus of Nazareth. | 
| On this principle they explained many paſſages in the 
| 114 Teſtament, in which the werd 7 of Cod is ſpoken of, 

5 that of the pfalmiſt, By the avril of the 1 Lord. cut 


heavens 1144 1e, Se. making this æSσmid to be a Pe rfe ly diſtinc 

rom God, whoſe word it was; wheren s nothin g can be 

More plain, than that by the wed of Grd in this Pla: 

if is meant the power , God, cxerte d with as much eaie 

| as men utter words 

| Theſe philoſophizing chriſtians took great pans to ex. 

ain how the reaſon, or wvi/c/om of God could thus become 

0 2 perſon diſtinct from God, and vet God continue a rea- 
able being; but their account of it is too trifling to be 


trom being 


recital in this place. However, it was far 


1 

pretended, in general, that the doctrine of the divinity e 
Chriſt was ſuch a myticry as couid not be ee For 
by my/cer 7 they Only meant JOMCTAIINY ot a ſolemn Tic ture, 
it which was unknovn till it was revealed or explained 


And indeed this is p ainly the uſe of the word 7 ry, ii 
and it was allo tre uſual meaning 


the New Teſtament ; 
of the word when the preſent tranſlation of the bible was 
made; the my/terics of any particular irade being th 
ſecrets of that trade, which yet every maſter taught hi: 


«Ky PIC 1tices Ty 
In this fate the doctrine ccntimr. ned tiil after the couny 


eil of Nice, in the year of our Lord, 325 but in all th 
ume a real ſuperiority was always acknowledged in the 


Fatih T, as the only ſource ot div mity; and it was even 
exp icitly acknowledged that there was a time when the 
ion of God Had no ſeparate exiſtence, being only the 

a/on of Cod, juſt as the reaſon of man is a part, c. 
a property, of man. One of the moſt eminent of the 

chriſt: 
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neither a Father, nor a ju dze ; for he could not de u 
Father before he had a ſon, nor a judge before there 
« was iin.“ 

So tar were they from ſuppoſing the ſon of God to be 
ua to the (Father, that when they were ch irged, as they 
requently were, with making #wo Goals, tlic; generally 
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phizing chriſtians were obliged to make Jaboured apolo- 


gies to theſe early unitarians, acknowledging the perfect 
inferiority of the Son to the Father, But at length theſe 
unitarians were overborne by the ſuperior influence and 
popularity of their adverſaries, who, from believing Chriſt 
to be God in an interior and qualified ſenſe of the word, 
Came, in the natural courſe ef t things, to believe him to he 
God equal to the Father himſelf, and to have exiſted from 
all eternity independently of him. But it was ſeveral cen. 
turics before this doctrine was iully eſtabliſhed. And the 
holy {pirit was generally conſidered either as the {me 
Ling with zhe fowurr of God, that is God himſelf (jult as 
the, of a man is a man) or elle a ſuperangelic being, 
iaferier both to the Father and the Son, till after the 
council of Nice. 

In the mean time, Arius and his followers, ſhocked at 
the dectrine of Chriſt being of he ſame ſulſtance with the 
{ather, maintained that, though he had pre-exiſted, and 
ad been the medium of all che diſpenſations of God to 
mann, he Was, like all other derived beings, create cu 
7 noth 21g the opinion of all ſouls having been emanation 

om the ſupreme mind being then generally denied by 
chriſtians. 

1hus did it pleaſe God, for reaſons unknown to u, 
to permi it the riſe, and general ſpread, of the trinitarian 
and Arian opinions, as he permitted the riſe and am: 
ing power of the man of fin, and many corruption: 
and abuſes of chriſtianity, utterly ſubveriive of the 0 
nuine purity ef the gofpel, till che full time for the 
formation of this and other groſs corruptions of ct 
nity was come. 


at 


a 


II. A conciſe Hiftcry of the Doctrines of Gras, 
Original Sin, and Predeſtination. 


T was a controverſy about the nature and uſe of b. 
tim that occaſioned the ſtarting of the doctrine ot 


natural impotence of man 10 do what God requires of him, of th. 
TRAIL 
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maintained Was, that men deri? 


veriy, to Tert that by means of Origigal fin xr 
Ld 


Ted 


(734 on nly who thould he nnally {ar 


of (. 1 tant iy . 


29 
imputation of the /2 »f Adam to all h is poſterit: 7, and 


ww of the 
arb rrary predeſlination of c ertain indi- iduals ot the hum. n 


race to everlaſt king like, while the reſt of ma nkind were left 


in a ſtate of »- probat u; and this was fo late as four 


nundred years after Chriſt. Before that time it had 
been the univerſal o pinion of chriſtians, and of Auſtit 


n:miclt, who firſt need the doctrines above. mean— 
toned, that every man has the por ot obeying or 


7 
diebe ing the laws of God, that a men may be ſaved 


1 lav. - 

! my * 29 * 4 
f of will, and that no decrees ot God will be the 
otruction in the vay of any man's {alvation 


T? 


Pelagius ks elbicas $25 
But Pela: zius, a man of g Ar underſtan di 


4 iz, and exer- 
plary morals, in his declam: tions agaiaſt ſons abaſes of 
baptiſm, aſlert ing that b aptiim itſelf does not waſh away 
ia, 15 was then generally ſuppoſed on which account 
t was the cuſtom with many to defer it till nzar dear! ) 
1 „ 8 jy 
or could h. Ve been: appointed for that purpoſe, becauſe, 
mants, which have no ti , are baptited ; Auitin in ppo 
n n to him mantained that, hon M intants have r 420 

! their owa, tliey have the lt ain oi uh [ro in whicl 

were born. He was, however, tar from ty; 1g that 
Adam was the as Bead of all his polterit y, and that his 
in was properly imputed to them. This was an im. 


movement upon the * 'trine in after ages. What Auſtin 


a corrupt natur, or 2 
enefs to fin from Adam. 
"AIG, having been led, in the courſe or bi 


a it in wy power to attain to 


<< to maintain that it depended upon the will ;F 
red, and that he 


nue Wil m he tho: 12/10 Prover for that purpose 


Cs 
1 depend nr Ot any foretight of the ir good works Which 
aT a 0 3 
Was. not in thejr power to perform without his im- 
mo 
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predeſtination to eternal liſe withent regard to good 
works, advanced by Auſtin, prevailed in the weſt, 
chiefly through the authority of his name, it was never 
received in the eaſtern church, and was much controver— 
ted, and held with various modifications, in the weſt— 
ern. Alſo, together with this doctrine of grace, the 
divines of the Roman Catholic church held the doctrine 
of human merit, founded on the right uſe of the grace 
of God to man. And the preſent doctrines of grace, 
or iginal ſin, and Predeſlinalion, were never maintained in 
their full extent till after the reformation by Luther, 
who was a friar of the order of Auſtin, had been much 
attached to his doctrines, and made great uſe of them 
in oppoſing the popith doctrine of indulgence, founded 
on that of merit. 


III. A conciſe Hiſtory of the Doctrine of Atonement, 


HE doctrine of atonemez?, or of the neceſſity of ſatis. 

faction being made to the juſtice of God by the death 
of Chr iſt, in order to his remitting the ſins of men, aroſe 
irom an abuſe of me figurative language of ſcripture, as 
the doctrine of tran/uby; antiation alſo did. But for ſeve 
ral centuries theſe figurative expreſſions were underſtood, 
and applied, in a manner very different from what the) 
IOW Arc. 

It was granted by ſome pretty early writers, that 
we were bought (or red-emed) with a price; but then, as 
we had been the ſlaves ot in, and were redeemed by God, 
who ranſomed us by the death of his ſon, it was maintained 
till aſter the time of Auſtin (the principal author of all the 
rigid doctrines that are now called Calviniſtic ) that the price 
ot our redemption was paid not o God, but by God, to 
the devil, m whoſe power we were, Of this opinion was 
Auſtin himſelf, who wrote largely on the ſubject in his 
treatiſe on the doctrine of the trinity. It was long after 
his time before we find any traces of its being generally 
thought that the price of redemption was paid to the 
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offended juſtice of God; and the preſent doctrine of atone- 


ment, ſounded on the idea of the abſolute neceſſity of an 
infinite ſatisfaction being made by one infinite being for 
offences of an infinite magnitude, as committed againſt 
another infinite being, is ſubſequent to the reformation. 
This doctrine was advanced by the reformers in the courſe 
of their controverly with the papiſts, about the doctrine 
of human merit, works of penance, and the power of 
granting indulgences. Now can it be ſuppoſed that a 
doctrine of ſo much importance, as this is always repre- 
ſented to be, ſhould have been unknown ſo many ages? 

Thus all theſe boaſted ancient doctrines are in fact of 
late date, either having ariſen from the principles of hea- 
then philoſophy, or having been ſtarted and extended in 
the courſe of controverſy, one falſe poſition making an- 
other neceſſary for its ſupport ; and an air of awful and 
deep my/tery has been no {mall recommendation of them 
to many of the more ignorant. 

The doctrine of the trinity, having been one of the ear- 
tielt corruptions of chriſtianity, will probably be one of 
the laſt to be completely eradicated. But the time, I 
truſt, is faſt approaching, when, by means of the zeal of 
truly enlightened and good men in this great cauſe, this 
fundamental error, which gives ſuch great and juſt cauſe 
o! offence to Jews and Mahometans, will be removed, 
ind all that has been built upon it will fall to the ground. 


The Concluſion. 
N Y Chriſtian Brethren, if the reading of this addreſs 


give riſe to any doubts or ſcruples in your minds, 

with reſpect to ſome doctrines which you have been uſed 
to conſider as true and ſundaments! in the chriſtian reli- 
gion, enquire farther; and if you be ſatisfied that you 
have hitherto been miſtaken, dare to avow the truth, and 
act conſiſtently with it. Dread the conſequences of join- 
ing, with an enlightened mind, in the idolatrous worſhip 
9 any creature, though enjoined by any human authority; 
remembering 
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remembering the words ot Chriſt, Thou ſhalt Worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him on! 7 Jeal thou ferve, Matt. iv. 10. 
and alio that awful voice from heaven reſp ecting all! 
chriſtian corruptions of the g $olp bel, in myſtical Babylon 
Come out of ber, my People, that 1 be not fartakers of ver fins 
and that ye receive not of her 2 ag ue, REV. xviii. 4. 

Think not to avail yourſelves of the wretched equivo. 
cation of many divines, who imagine that they may af: 
ly aſcribe all 54 ine honours to ſeſus Chriſt, on accoum 
of his union with the Father, when they oo no more 


his proper divinity than profetied ee or Socinians. B. 


7 


— 


* 


this artifice they ſecure the reputation and emolument 
ot orthodoxy ; but let them conſider = value r the pur. 
chaſe, and the price they give for it, To mere worldly 
conſiderations, to the praife of u en, and y luc re, they 
{acrifice that cite rity, tor the lofs of WI 10h worlds cannot 
The writer * of theſe tracts does not conceal his 
name throu g! 8 f f 

Vim, or do ! 


£54] tne tear of any in tat men can 7 7 
im, but merely to give what he has writ 

a better chance of bei ng read without Prejudice. Wh: 
he has done is out of a ſincere good: will and com * 
to the multitude, who believe they know not what, or why, 
and what is of more conteque uce, who £197 we not what fot 
rit they are but inſtead ot [peaking the truth in love, mil- 
take bitterneſs 1 rancour for a zeal for God, and his 
truth; and alſo for the ſake of a better fort of people, 
ho are unhappily F into the lame deluſions. 

Conſidering the de terence which the common people 
always p he judgment of men of learwing, chere 
can be little doubt but that, if thoſe perſons who, havit 

1 


ſtudied this ſubject, have been convinced that Chrilt ©; 
not God, and 01 — not to be worthipped as God, had 
openly av ro their opinion, and had had recourſe to 
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no mean ſubterfu 8 
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worthy of its divine author, there would have been, at 
this tine, fewer unbelievers in all chriſtian countries, and 
many more converts made to it from other religions. 
And, compared with this glorious advantage, What has 
been gained by all the arts and ſoph uitry of miniſters, 
who have concealed their real meaning under ambiguous 
expreſſions, leſt, as they pretend, they ſhould too much 
ſhock the prejudices of their hearers ? 
That ſome regard ſhould be paid to the rindi of 
the wweat is allowed; but let not this lead men to crimt- 
nal difimulation, or extend to things of ſo much impor- 
tance as this, reſpecting the unity of God, In this * 
let us keep at the greateſt diſtance from every thing that 
is Hug endet; let the truth be ſpoken in the moll explicit 
manner, and let the conſequences be leſt to the power of 
truth, and the God of truth. Belides, it is impoſſible that 
while men retain depraved and unworthy notions of God, 
their devotion ſhould be ſuch as God requires; ſo that this 
pretended tenderneſs injures thoſe who are the objects of it, 
as well as bears an unfavourable aſpect on the intereſts of 
chriſtianity more at large. Such are the effects of the f. 
dom of this world, when it is put in the place of ſincerity, and 
a regard to the plain truth of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ! 
Profeſſing the purity of the chriſtian faith, let us be care. 
ul, my brethren, to adorn it by a blameleſs and exem- 
plary n le, More eſpecially let us beware that we do not 
wear the form of goodlineſs, when our hearts are deſtitute 
ol the pocber of it; and that we indulge no ſecret hope, 
that by any peculiar ſtrictneſs and auſterity of life, by tres 

ent or long prayers, or by attending on much preach- 
the, and uling other means of religion, we {hall atone for 
a neglect of the xo: iohtter matters of the law, righteouſneſs, 
mercy, aud truth, Let the integrity of our hearts appear 
in the chearfulneſs of our countenances, and let us thew 
that we love God whom we have not ſeen, by loving our re- 
heren whom we do ee, and by being always ready to do 
hem every kind office in our pow er. 

To judge of our love to God, or of our love to Chrift, 
directly, by what we fee! when we think of them, eſpecially 

when 
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when we are excluded from the wor;d, as 1s ! Tom 
with many, 1s to expoſe ourſelves to the ae and molt 
dangerous deluſions. We find in the fcriptures a rauch 
pla! ner, and {ater method of judg ing Fo i JM theſ: c aſes. 
This, lay s the apo Ale john, 7 is th, [on ” Got \ tat WE Lee 
commandments. I, ye lobe me, 1 ou Lor 5 bee my 
manaments. Te are my friends, if ve as wwhaifnever Þ[ 0 
D 


- 5 7 ö 517 [ 7 + S £12340 1 / 5 : 
this ſtall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love on 


for another, 


Remember that true chriſtian charity is humble, mo- 
deit, and dithdent ; and that 4s is pronounced to be happy, 
who feareth always, ſo as to be circumſpect in thought, 
word, and deed; and that, tor this purpoſe, we are to 
put wn the whols armour of Cod, that we may withitand the 
temptations of the world. 

Rather than indulge a Phariſaical pride, in recounting 
your experiences, boalting how vile you have once been, or 
thought yourſelves to be, in order to make others believe 
how holy and lanctified you are now, content yourſelves 
with the language and practice of che Bumbl. publican, 
who, ſpeaking to God, and his owa heart only, cried, 
God be merci ful to me o ſine 

Rejoice in all thz real good you tee done by others, whats 
ever may be their ill will, or oppoſition to von; and be 
elpecially upon your guard, leſt vour rjult averſion to wit! 
15 corrupt in the ee 5 or practices Of others, lead yen 
to diſlike what is good un them ** not the P/ | 
r:70ur of ſome throw you into tlis onmulite extreme of 727 
and let not their layi ing an undue Heis upon praying, 
de and otlier means of religion, make you negle; 

em, as we ate too apt to do, with res; oct to any thigy? 
— has been much abuſed. 

Having enough to do with our en hearts, let us be 
particularly upon Cur ga. ird as Ainſt cba t ſpirit ot canto; 
neſe, Which many proiziing chriſtiaas ind gy wün! 
tle ruin aint. Let us remember that the true chrittia 
eth all thi ns s and hq eth. ll tnirgs - and Jet us never to? 
the awful warnin, g ot our Lord, Judge net that ze be n. 
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'udezd ; for with what judgment ye juclge, ye ſhall be judoed ; 

and with wbt menſure ye mele, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
He not moved, my Brethren, by the raſh cenſures and 
rzproaches of others, Perſecution, of ſome kind, is what 


al who live Goaly in Chrif Tejus 72 ſl expect to ſuffer 1 in this 


world, To their orath, anger, clamour, evil ſpeaking, and 


| malice, _ '- | wit h t/ 's wiſdom that ts from abou? s coe! } 77 


pure, paces ble, gentle, and eaf) to be intreated :; Laer 4 mercy 

3 fruits, witho, it partiality, and TV; Hou, 5 pocrify. 1 
us even rejoice that we are corned worthy 19 fi 4 and 
| falt, jor the ſe ake of Chrijt, though Our ufferings come nor 
irom the proſeſſed enemies of Chriſt, but from falle bre- 
hren; and let us not be concerned at bei ing counted decei- 


v1, it we be conſcious to ourſelves that we truly love the 
goſpel, and that we labour to promote and adorn it. 


You wil be called Arminians and Socinians by your ad- 
verluries, or lomething elſe that ſhall expreſs more of their 
hatred and diſlike. Bat let not th's offend you. If there 
be any proper meaning m thoſe epithets, it can only be 
that you hold certain opinions which they deem to be falle, 

ut which you er. as the only genuine doctrines of 

| pel. If nothing more is meant by tho fe terms, be- 
des niere reproach and d abufe think 3 yourſely es happy, as be- 
bac ved for the name 7  Chrift, 1 Peter, iv. 14. With 

the appellation of A. a ran or Caivinifl is reproach- 

, 3 with m. ny alſo, that of Chriflian is _— more 
lo. Deides, both Arminius and Socin jus were men who 
lere the goſpel, and who ſuffered more for als adhe- 
rence to it, than molt others of the Reformers, eſpecially 
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' of this cruris but as citizens of heave The frienaſbig 

n world, tn CITIOTC, together with popula rity, and UC» 

in it, ought not to be conſidered as any object for us. 
v e ati 2 OE OP rf, An d 70 Den u he —_ TA! ted, nct 
4 ; |, 3 17 


GU armed 10 Hei ROOT UA " but bei Us n. zl Mr 974 by the Fee 
cg of our minds, we are heirs A 7 far nobler inheritance, 
N N 1 990 © . . + + 4 "> 1 ; / 9 / 

A. . 161 fy "# ! FU ety 0 >. une; . 4. Hit 'T; 51 2 41 ii GT Co T& v4 Yo 


1 On Wu 
7 EIT VEG 


— 


<> - 
— 


„„ ĩ75ßu— — 2 
# 


—— 


— — 


— 


36 To the Profeſſors 


reſerved in heaven for us ; and when Chriſt, who it our life 


and for whom we ſuffer reproach, ſhall appear, wwe alſo ſhall ap. 


pear with him in glory. 


I ſhall conclude this addreſs with a word of advice and 
exhortation to all unitarians, whether they be members of 
the eſtabliſhed church, or of any ſociety of enters in this 
country. 

Of ſuch great importance is the doctrine of the divine uni. 
ty, that nothing will more fully juſtify a ſeparation from 
any chriſtian church that does not openly profeſs it, and 
much more from thoſe that avow the contrary doctrine, 
directing prayers, and paying ſupreme worſhip, to any 
other than the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 

It was for the preſervation of this great and fundamen. 
tal doctrine, that Abraham, and his family by Iſaac and 
Jacob, were ſeparated from the reſt of the world, and made 
a diſtinct people, as it were, to be the depolitaries of the 
true religion, which conſiſts principally in the ſole wor thip 
of the one true and living God, the maker and preſerver 
of all things. 'The ſame important doctrine was uniform- 
ly taught by Chriſt and the apoſtles; though chriſtians in 
after times, like the Iſraelites after the time of Joſhua, re- 
lapſed into that idolatry which has generally prevailed to 
this day. 

If it was a ſufficient juſtification of the firſt reformers, 
that they conſidered the church from which they ſeparated 
as worſhipping ſaints and angels; will it not juſtify your 
ſeparation from their partial reformations, that you con- 
ſider them as praying to and worthipping one whom you 
conſider as a man like yourſelves, though honoured and 
diſtinguiſhed by God above all other men ? 

To join habitually in public worthip with trinitarians, is 
countenancing that worſhip, which you muſt conſider as 
idolatrous ; and which, however innocent in them, is highly 
criminal in you. If they think it a point of conſcience not 
to go to maſs in popith churches becauſe, in their opinion, 
it is idolizing a piece of bread, you ought to make a point 
of conſcience of not worſhipping with them, becauſe in 
your opinion it is idolizing @ man, Who is as much a Crea- 

2 ture 


of Chriſtianity. 


e of God as a piece of bread, and juſt as improper an 

ject of worlhip. 

Belides, the great offence to ſews, Mahometans, and 
e world at large, being the doctrine of the trinity, it is 
chly neceſſary that ſocieties of chriſtians ſhould be'd form- 

expreſsly on this principle of the divine unity, that it 
be evident to all the world, that there are chriſtians, 

d ſocieties of chriſtians, who hold the doctrine of the 
nity in as much abhorrence as they themſelves can do. 
r the converſion of Jews or Mahometans to chriſtianity, 
ule it is ſuppoſed to contain the doctrine of the trinity, 
perſon who knows, or has heard of, Jews or Mahome- 

hs, can ever expect. 

Lou will ſay, We unttarians are but few, even in large 
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as you now have; and mitaculous powers were not of! ve 
continuance with them. | 
If you be at preſent memivers of the eſtabliſhed church, 
you will find a reformed lilus gi ready prepared for your iſ 
by Mr. Lindſey; and I would recommend reſponſes, eſpe. 
cially to ſocieties formed in this manner, in which ir 18 
Particularly deſirable, that the members, being nearly on 
a level, ſhould each bear his part in the ſervice. Nut if 
you ſhould prefer the mode of worſhip among the Diſlen. 
ters (though men of ſenſe will not mak e much account 
of ſuch d: Ainctions) you may make : of the wh has . 
co Which I have compoſed tor = ule of wunitariu 
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in Scotland, where it was le: Lit of all to be expected; and 
ne ſucceſs hast been ſuch as {Lould abimdantly encougg: 
[1N:ar at empts in this cc untry. 
ihe 1 Se nd Methodiſts, net laying much Reis 
pon a learned ministry, flouriſh greatly, the In depené- 
enis are now taking the ſame methods, and with the fare 
ncceſs 3 we rational Diſſenters, ſavey ing they would 
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E At {gr aced by the want of a learned miniſtry, are du in- 
dung 2 almoſt every where. 
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% be al e e evorll, and! O rejoice {ral th y are couried 

thy o ſj ger / ame in the cauſe of Chriſt, and to think then 
elves happy if they be r progched on that account. You 

{ſhould 1 int gine that you bear that awſul vie from heater, 
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of Ciriftianity. 39 


Be careful, however, to do this in the ſpirit of chriſtian 
charity, which ſhould be extended to all men, but eſpeci- 
a ly to all that bear the chriſtian name. Conſider them as 
men who are in an error, which is always involuntary. 
Endeavour to remove the preju idices they unhappily lie 
under, but forbear all angry re Proaches, all inſult, and 
even ridicule; tor religion is a ſerious thing, and brate 
jave is the very ellence of it. And if this love is to wy ex 

tended even to enemies, much more ſhould it be induige kr 
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TRIUMPH OF TRUTH; 
BEING AN ACCOUNT oF 


The TRIAL of Mr. ELV. ALL, 
BEFORE JUDGE DENTON, 
For publiſhing a Bock in Defence of the UN1TY of Gop, 


A! STAFFORD AssIZz Es, in the Year 1726, 
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hoſe ty) e he aWopted ; and certainly the 
Qu. KKers ought to think 1 es honoured even by thi; 
Lind of relati en to Mr, Elwall. Such fir: mneſs inthe cauſe 
511 N nd ſuch pre ſence 0 mind in afferting and vindi. 
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rating it, 2 e er this tri. L ave ts ruly apo tolica] , andhave 
lad hut few « umples * nce the ſirſt promulgation of chri. 
danity. It is mech e for an unprejudiced perſon to re 


this acccunt of it re ichs Written with fo much true im: 
Plicity, pe picuity, and ſtrength ot evidence) without feel. 
ing the Srcat el veneration for the writer, the fulleſt con- 
viction and love of the truth, and a proportionable zeal in 
naintaining it. I ſhould even think it impoſſib le for the 
molt pi <judiced perſon to read it attentively, but, if he uſe 
no viole nce with his own mind, he will receive ſome favon 


able impr. ellious Both, of the author, and of that can! e, which 
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of the ſnheriſſ's men, he got a very convenient ſtation, at 

about an equal diſtance from the judge on his left hand, 
- and Mr Elwall on his right, where he ſaw and heard to 
the greateſt advantage. The trial, he ſays, was in the 
morning, and the figure of Mr Elwall, who was a tall 
man, with white hair, a large beard, and flowing gar. 
ments, ſtruck every body with reſpect. He ſpoke about 
an hour with great gravity, fluency, and preſence of 
mind, but what is printed is the ſubſtance of what he 
ſaid, The judge gave the molt obliging attention to him, 
and the confuſion of the clergy, when he pauſed, and 
waited ſor their anſwer, as mentioned in the trial, was 
very viſible. During the trial, Mr. Martin ſays he was 
{truck with the reſemblance of it to that of Paul. He 
does net recollect that the Jury brought in any verdiQ, 
but the Judge ſaid he was at liberty to go where he pleaſed, 
It is poſſible that the trial might not come to a regular 
teru ination, on account of Mr. Elwall not having had 2 


copy of the indictment, as mentioned in this account. 
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THE 


TRIAL os Mz. ELWALL. 


ECAUSE ſo many perſons have earneſtly defired 

o read this trial, I have here publiſhed a third edi- 

tion of it, in order to encourage all honeſt men, who 
have the eternal law of God on their ſide, not to fear the 
faces of prieſts, who are generally the grand adverſaries 


of liberty and truth, and the baſtions and bulwarks of 
all ceremonies, fopperies, and abſurd doctrines that are 


in the world. 

Ido this for the glory of the Moſt High God, for 
the honour of his ſacred law, and for the good of all 
my fellow-creatnres ; that they may obey God, and not 
man; Chriſt, and not the pope ; the prophets and apoſ- 
tles, and not prelates and prieſts; and God knoweth this 
is my ſincere deſire, that all religion and ſpiritual things 
may be perfectly free, neither forced nor hindered; this 
being the true liberty of the goſpel of Feſus Chrift, who 
ſaid, 1 ings of the Gentiles exerciſe authority, but it ſhall 
nit be ſo with you. 

About tourteen years ago, I wrote a book entitled, 
« A True Teſtimony for God and his ſacred Law; be- 
ing a plain, honeſt defence of the firſt commandment 
of God, againſt all the Trinitarians under heaven, 
& Thou ſhait have no other Gods but me.” I lived then at 
Wolverhamplon, in Staffordjhire, where my ancedors have 


[lived above eleven — years, ever ſince the Saxons 


conquered the Britons, 
When this book was publiſhed, the prieſts in the coun- 


try began to rage, ef pecialiy the prieſts of WVolverhampton, 
I who had a great hand in the ſeveral troubles I underwent. 
In ſhort, they never ceaſed till they had procured a large 


Find; <tment againſt me at Staford allizes 3 where I felt the 
power of God, enab!i ing me to ſpeak efore a very great 


number * people, being accn! ed or hereſy, & 
truly anſwered, as my beloved brother Paul did 6 


ce. 
in his day, 
VIZ. 
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| 
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4.4 The Trial of Mr. Elwall. 


viz. In that way which ſome call hereſy. ſo chuſe I to ferns 
God of my fithers, beiicvi:; g all that is avritien in the lim ai 
the Propiiets 

After the long indictment was read, I Was aiked it! 
pleaded guilty, or not guilty. I faid I was not guiltyg 
any evil, that I knew ot, in writing that book; but if the 
meant whether I wrote the book or not (Cor they hz 
quoted many pages of the book in that maiment) 
ovined I did write it; and that if I might have liberty + 
Peak, I believed I ſhould make it maniſeſt to be the pl 
truth of God. f 

Then the judge ſtood up and ſaid, Mr. Etevall, | ſus 
pole you have had a copy of your indictment ?* I ll 
him I had not had any copy of it. Upon which he turne 
towards the prieſts, and told them that 1 ought to hay 
had a copy of it. But they not anſwering, he turned! 
me, and ſaid, That if I would give bail, and be bound t 
appear at the next aſſizes, he would defer my trial till tha 
But I told him, I would not give bail, neither ſhould a 
man be bound for me; that if the Prince of Hal him 


and I have injured no man; and therefore I dene: 
other favour, but that I may have liberty to plead t 
the indictment mylelt, 

Upon which he ſaid, very courteonfly, You may. 
Judge having given me liberty of pleading to the j 
ment, I began my ſpeech wich the facred firſt command 
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_ him, or his. I told them that all the 1 

rom the beginning of the world, did always addreſs them- 
ſelves to God, as one ſingle being. O thou NH pot God, 

poſſeſor of heaven and awd; , _ "oo abam ſaid to the King 
of Sodom, Have lift up my hand unto the Lerd, the Maſt 
High God, the pafegor of heaven earth, Oc. They knew no- 
+ A of a trinity, nor cf God's being a pleurality of per- 
1 ſons ; hat monſtrous doctrine was not then born, nor of 
wo thouſand years after, till the apoſtacy and Popery be- 
gan to put up its thy head. 

Chen I told them, that all the prophets witneſſed to the 
truth of the fame pure uncorrupted unitarian dof Arine of 
one God, and no other bit he: Have we not all one Father, hath 
ene God created us? e [ told them the words of _ 
to Abraham, I am God. Aung 'y, walk before me, and be ths 
„, fa; a id by the pr 3 J aich, To whom will ye liten me, 
„„ all I 1 VE equal, ſuit! I Ce, not the holy Three. H 
to. d them that the words A and One did utterly exclude 

gay other perſon's being God, but chat One ſingle Me; and 

1 Wt! Go 875 himſelf often nes the ſame truth, by ſaymg, 
I Gad befid:'s De? And then tells us plainly, 


th VIE G44 I iniw mt ary: 1 am the Lord, and there 
C *% T8 nz ol} s there 75 2 8 on eder He, Iſaiah XIV. 5. 
ad 12 Now, faid I, let God be true, but every man a liar, that 
2. every man that con ntradicteth him; for he is the God 
Ib „ L truth ; 3 ne ſays 89 140 up mm) hand i2 Los 4 /a 1 11 ve for 
did i: Vere. 
1008 ter I had pleaded many texts in the Old Teſtament, I 
Fe. 4 © : + to enter the Nes V 5 an- d told them that onr Lord Telus 
chat n, the prophet like unto , held forth the ſame 
as of ocirine that Nee had done; for when a certain rulzr came 
| him wi hich was the firſt and great commandment (or 
* 3 . 
he expounded it) he told him the ſame words that 
$ * 7 had laid. Hear, O Aſrael, the 3 God is one Lord, 
\ 1 It three, and thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God with all 
e e, Sc. And the ſcribe ſaid, Thou haſt anſa: 3 bt, 
( . ; but one Go d, ana th: ere is 9 tther but he, © 09 Ce Then 
— mentioned the words of Chriſt, in the xviich of John 
ger. z, as very remarkable, and worthy of all their ob- 
n. Ky ſervation x 
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vation: This is life eter na!, to know thee the only true Cid 
mdy Jeſul Chr 751 Thom thou Bai, ſent. And then I TIE, 
my face directly to the prieits (my proſecutors, who al 
ſtood on the richt ſide of the judge) Now, ſaid I, ſince the 
lips of the bleſled Jeſus, whic n alw ays ſpoke the truth, (ay, 
his Father is the only true Cod; who is he, and wh 0 an 
they that dare ſet up another, in conrradiciion to my bleſted 
Lord, who fays, his Father is the only true Ged ? 

Ard I ſtopped here, to fee if any 'f them would anfre: 
but the power of God came over _ „ fo that ail tl 
mouths were ſhut up, and not one of them ſpake a v 
So that I turned about over my left i! ulder, and v arne 
the people in the fear of 3 not to take their religic 
ſentiments from men, but from God; not from the 29 
but from Chriſt: not from N nor Pricus, but ite 
the Prop ets and Apoſtles. 


1 + — Ws OM a os OO 
And then 1 turned towards the Judge, and told WY 
* * * > # * +- my wine 4+ * 1 1 * 1 
that I was the more convinc ed of the truth oft wiat Ju 
* - 4 = 1 * .- þ La 4»: -* | I ! Lat he 1. % 8 2 
Lilly ir OM de Words ON ai) t lelled Lord; W 4D ſaid, C4 
PET” 1 145 1 _ 925 . * 4 * 3 er — 7 * 
Mn Huber Leere ben earth s 107 Os u You iber, 4 
- # of 
(; 7 1 7 A v7 'F an 27 ' A 3 Pi ” &* 45 o 1 5 ho . 1 * i 7 A 4. 
oe. = 22 1. my du 2741 710 Fo 700 0:6 $4) Jour 44. * + 0 
v7 . ? wa =. T oE j 1 4 » 1 7 
f P 7 4 - — — — i 4 7 — — * 4 * * — \ 
Chriſt, From hence, ſaid I, I deduce this natural ict 
1 2311 thir 185 8 . L | 
that in all things that are of : a ſpiritual nature, we 0 
2 12 — . 9 'S i 1 - . * * \ Y Þ 
* e Var! 4 1 * 10 m 0d Ale his L OP! 2 Iron * 


, 
and his 2 It will be too long t mention all 


texts and {avg that I made ule Oi 3 I will only al 
b wo, as that of Pau“, 1, _ Vill. 4. 75 6, v beret 1 
apoſtle te; 1 us, There is n» other God 2 ; for iti 
there be that are cal f 1 g { (IS ED: re be 97/5 Md WH and wit 
many) both in heaven and earth; but to vs there ts L- ut 
God, the Father, of whom are oi it 1 . ſo that 1 to! 
here was a plain d. mon ration; for he ſays, ere 25 d 
God, and te och who that one God is, that is, 0e 
And therefore no other perſon could be God but 7 
ther only; . uh at I had wriiten in my book W 
plain truth, and founded on God's own words, Then 
have no other Gotls but me. 

In ſhort, I could pl. T * perceive there was a * 
convincement through the court. The judge anc | 
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N of the peace did not like the proſecution ; but ſaw 
e plainly, _ out of envy the priefls had done it. I then be- 
my gan to ſet before them the odious nature of that hell- born 
be principle of perſecution, and that it was hatched in hell; 


„mat it never came from ſeſus Chriſt ; that he and his 
WL z 
ar: WF Followers were often perſecuted themſelves, but they never 


cs Wh berſecuted any; that we had now a very flagrant inſtance 

Lf it in the papiſts at Thorn ; where they firſt took 
ver; away the ſchools where our brethren the proteſtants 
wr Re! 11 ated their children; then they took away the places 


* 
4 
6-1 


Wot their religious worſhip; then the y put them in prilons; 


WY iS confiſcated their eſtates; and, laſt of all, took 
Li IS; their lives. : 
e Now we can cry out loud enough againſt this, and 
105 3 hew the inhumaniry, cruelty, and barbarity of it; but, 
l, if we, who call ourſelves proteſtants, ſhall be 
. uad acting in the ſame ſpirit, againſt others, the crime 
Lü be greater in us than in them; becauſe we have 
on ained to greater degrees of light than they. 
45 However, I told them, that I had put my houſe in or- 
„er and made up my accounts with all men as near as I 
en id: and that as I owed no man here any thing, fo 1 
W 0804 not pay a penny towards this proſec ation. ad that L 
OL as {are of it, that whatever fine they laid on me, or what- 
all er hole or prijon, ſaid I, you thruit me into, I ſhall find 
Ws HET ing preſence with me, sI feel it this day: And 
ere ended amy ſpeech . 
5 Upon This a juſtice ci the pcace, one Rupert Humpalch, 
0 t up, went to the Ju doe, laid his hand upon the judge? 8 
vat Ji ler. - and ſaid, 1 rad. I know this man to be an 
du nett man; and * it Ws ſay, I ipea+< n-t by hear. ny, but 
2s Ol pe: rence ; or 1 { was his next door neighbour three years. 
F uſtice ſpoke ne ſame effect. 1 len the 
the 4s to me; Mr. E , I perceive you have ſtu- 
Wa ry deeply into this co ; but have you ever 
7 hou (ule y cf our reverer d clergy, and biin« Ps of the 
Parent Eon and l anſwered ye ls ve, and Amory g others, 
ge chbihop of Canterbury himſelf, with whom I liave ex. 
d Ja chan; ed 
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changed ten letters, viz. four I have had from him and i; 


he had for me. | At which words, all the prieſts ſtared very 


earneſtly.] Well, ſays the judge, and was not the arch. 
biſhop able to give you ſome ſatisfaction in theſe points, 
Mr. Elwall? I laid, No; but rather quite the reverſe; 

for that in all the letters I ſent to the archbiſhop, ! 

grounded my arguments upon the words of God and |}; 
prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles ; but in his aniwers to me, 
he referred me to acts of parliament, and declarations | 
ſtate, &c. whereas I told the biſhop, in one of my letter: 


that I wondered a man of his natural and acquired adi. 
lities, ſhould be fo weak as to turn me over to 1 au- 


thorities, in things of a divine nature: for though 
things that are of a temporal nature, and concern th: 
civil fo cict Js ci. be [ul Heth Io ed. ry or dinance of N. mn for il 


Lo, . ſale ; even from the king upon the throne; dow 


to the meaneſt officer in the land; yet in things 
are of a ſpiritual nature, and concern my faith, my 
ſhip of God, and future ſtate, I avould call no men ail 
pon earth, nor regia cither popes cr councils, prelates 


GC 


prieſts of any denomination, nor convocations, nor aller. 


blies of divines; but obey God a 1% iS prophets, C hy 

his apoſtles. U; v3 $ which the ya ge ante ered, Wei! , 11 
Grace of Cant busy was not able to give you ſatisfaQHi 
Mr. Elwall., I b{iieve I 1h: * not; and 0 {at 1 n 2 


3 5 % r 
reſted him; tor I think he had ſtood up for near an h 


and a quari*r. 


Then 1 ſt:od up again, and turnigg to the pries 


talked ſoiiiy to them, I ns not hear wh: it lie ſaid, or vi 
they ſa: to him; but I & eſſed from what the judge ja 


next; N lays he, Mr. Elevail, you cannot but be Jeni 
that as what you | 1aVe V ritten i CONtrary to the COmMN0! 
received doctrines of the chu brig it has give en offence 


tome of 7 our neighbours, and particularly to the clers 


wo 6 - * 6 i 1 * he % = + « y ' F . 
yOu N 111 5 LL | 10 241 gens AC me face ot tn = > ut untl r 


A * * 2 22 1 — * , £YV 
that VOuU u ul not write al 1 more ON 01S head? I anſwere 
7 BY i } ' A ” 1 * ; 
God for! ng that 1 11 ould mare nee ANY uch PTC. 
7 41 . * 1 but w 3 * i 

for when I wrote this bock, 1 did it in the it 
1 - 74 \ * 170 X * 2 12 ! - ; o 
Gcd; and 1 did not write it to pleaſe the churc 
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Rome, nor the church of Eu and, nor the church © 
Foul wg but to pleaſe that God who gave me whs we 
and theretore, if at any time I find myſelf drawn fort: 
to write in defence of this ſacred fir commandatent, 
or any other of the ten, I hope I fhall do it in the fame 
ſpirit of ſincerity as I have done this. Aud I e 
ed * judge was not in any wiſe d'ſpleaſed at my 
honeſt, plain, bold anſwer; but rather his heart ſeemed 
to be knit in love to me; and he ſoon declared m2 ac- 
quitted: and then the clerk of the arraions, or afſizes, 
hood up, and ſaid, Mr. Elrval, you are acquitted z you 
may go out of court when you pleaſe. 

So I went away through a very great crowd of pz9- 
Ple {tor it was thought there was a thoutand people 
at the trial) and having ſpoken long I was a- chirſt, fo I 

ent to a well and drank. Then I went out of town by the 
river ſide, and looking about, aid ſeeing no one near, 
I kneeled down on the bank of __ river, and fent up 
my thank. offering to that good Gol who had delivered 
me out of their hands. 

By the time that I returned to the town, the court was 
up and gone to dinner; a juſt'ce of peace and another 
perſon met me, and would have me to eat and drink with 
them, which I did; and atterwards, as I was walking 
the ſtreet, ſome oo "og hove up a great ſaſh window, 
an, rien me up to them; and when I entered the room 

ind ten or a dozen 10 rſons, mit of them juſtices of 
1 peace; and am: mgſt them a prieſt, whom they called 
Doctor r. One of the juſtices took me Ly the had, and ſaid, 
Mr. Z.æuali, I am heartily glad t) ſee you, and I was glad 
to hear you h ar your tellimony ſo boldly as you did. Vea, 
ſays anot her jul tice, and I was lad » ſee Mr. Ekva!/come 
off with flying colours as he did: Upon which the prieſt 
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s 
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4107 


ſaid (11 nA very bitter mai mer) He ought to have ben hanged. 


: turned unto him, and ſaid, Friend, I verceive thou toft 
ot know what ſpirit thou art of for the ſn of man came not 
70 16 4 ray, but to ſa ve: But thou wouldſt have me deſtroy- 
ed. Upon which one of the juſtices ſaid, How now, 
F Doctor, 
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DeQor, did not you hear one of the juſtices ſay, that };. 
Was an honeſt man, and that what he ſaid,. was not by 
hearſay, but by experience, and weuld you have bee 
men hanged, Doctor? Is this good doctrine: So that t. 
prieft ſaid but little more fir ſome time: ſo I took ak 
of the 1 juſtices and took horſe for WWolner! pampton, tor 1 
Knew there would be great jay in my fan wy, for the com. 
non people all expected to hear of my bei Ing fined and in. 
priioned. « ot a farmer that lived Soy who had been 
upon the jury at Stafford, got to town before me, and the 
peop Je Went: all up and aſked tim, What have t! ey done to 
Mr. Z Have they put him in priſon; He anſwered 
No, e preachs ed there an hour together, and on 
Purſons could ſay never a word. What muſt they put 
kim in priſon for? I told our ſe reman of the e Jury, Mr 
« Eievall was: a honelt man, and his father was an he neit 
8 Am. n, I knew him very well, { 1h ey were al! ogmped. 
Zut there was a great joy => my family, and among ft 
il my friends: Praiſes, living praiſes — attributed 1 to 
at god God who delivered me out of th er hands! 


Chriit never told us of that ſcandalous Popiſh invention, 


* 


A 
* 
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ci his human nature praving to his divine nature; but 
like a true obedient ſon ot God, ſubmitted to d ath, even 
that crucl death which the hatred a: d envy Of perſecuti 

wicked prieſts inflicted on Mm, becauſe he hd f. plain 
and truly told them all * bindneis, covetuuſacis. 
pride, ard hypocrity, And therefore Cod x fe & him i roi 
the weadd ; and tor bis f. aithft! els, Gout has ied Dim to 6 
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tri ne Wo ch Ge * gave him to teach; that aun unrod(s- 
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hat he hat! commanded, Then f. Hall v C Be {ave d, not is ha 


merits cf Chrif, that is parry popiſh invention; fer he 


Fog p K. 

never did any thing but what was his dur: to do, and 

therefore could not merit 5 thing for others; but he 

taught us the true way to find acceptance with God, and 
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therein he it the way, the Fr and the life, becauſe no one 
27 — 5 nf . be £athe * but ! Ly th. HZ way. 

Neither did 1 make ſatiof: 8 unto God for us. It 
was impoſſible; and what God never . : But / 2 


F 


who Fad a Pheafore 7 the death of fun rt, but rot that: 


* gulil turn tro: n evitk ge and 114 Ve, CUE Oi the 1 immeaſar: able 
height anc | depth ot his love, directed our Lord Nu. Chr 1/f 


to 3 mankind a never-f. aling way of being 3 oncule 4 
to God ; and that was by lincere e repentance and reforma- 
ti) 1. Tl L11 is WAS the 9801 bel, Or r god tiding- 5 of y lus Ce A 


| N 7 ' 

Len 1 for te 2 dom 97 D 'A VO 2 a! han . He tells 1 US, 
17 : "go : 4 1 
= GNM HF; 77 Me 196911 
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hte; 1s but f, ſinners to Fepenlance} and 
dy that beautiful excellent parable of the prodiga] ſe: n, he 
luktrates the teuder mercy ot his God, id our God, of 
pis Father and our Fatlie er, without any fatis ation. The 
E0Mpaitonate Father required none at _ but humble 
E0ntcton and ſubraiiſion, with ſincere Pentance, arid 


We ration, and t t! en comes the / robe, the Ti; * the l Gesy 
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| m God, any more than a man 5 
s a Cltint perſon from the man j 10 that the ſpirit 
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God, but the power of God, 3 energy of God 
So the word oi a man, and the ſpirit of a man, are d 
diſtinct perſons from the man, but the man himſelf; it h 
word be falie, or his ſpirit be wicked, the man is falſe au 
wicked, 

The fame degree of ſtupidity "that leads trinitarians t 
call the word of God, and the ſpirit of God, diſtin pe 
ſons, would lead them to call the wiſdom of G. d, th 
goodneſs of God, the love of God, che pace of God, th 
power of God, and mercy of God, diſtinct perfons ; an 
make God to be a trinity of trinities z for it is certain, Gy 
is expreſsly called by all thoſe names. 

But. whoſoever goes about to father this abſurd and he 
rid doctrine of the trimty upon F /zs Chrift, do egrey 
ealy abu e him; who told us plainly, his Father vas g rei 

ban le; and that he coul de nothing of himſelf, w hich is 


; 
demonſtration that he is not God: For we are ſure God 
> mnipotent, and can do al: things of himſelf; being (a 
exiitent and independent, the ſupreme Creator of if 

univerſe; and in this it 15 . that the unitarians triumph 
um: mx erable, believing in 7% Chriſt, who told us! 
Father was the only true God, John xvii. 3. 

7 §8. By the ere A of Chi, I myſelf was e 
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